erally, to a world of learning earlier de—
nied to him!

Aptly named ‘Khulja Sim Sim’, the
scheme enables underprivileged children

to learn through computers. Windows

with computers, which open outwards,
have been installed in the compound wall
of the school. These computers are used
by children like Kailash. -
~ “Iplay games on the computer,” he
+ says. He doesn't know the names of the
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skills. "I‘heylearn quickly what icons to

click and play games through hit-and- = - -
 trial,” Rajesh Patel, caretaker of onesuch - - 7 -
‘consn-ucuon “The DoE has given the
..contract forbuﬂd.mg these centres and
-dleyateexpecmdmbereadybyme end of
January,” V P Singh, state project direc-
* tor of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, says.

" The contract for 55 centres has been -

centre at the Kailash Nagar school, says.
The Information and Communication-

Tbt‘hnalog_y(]CI‘) bawdleammgcenne:s'_'

an offshoot of NIIT’s ‘Hole in the Wall’~

programme started by Sugata Mma i
1999,

Atpresent, on!ymosudwensresa:e :
operational in Delhi but 75 are under

given to NIIT’s Hole in the Wall Educa-
tion Limited (Hiwel), and the rest will be

Cuudren piay simple games based on
mathematics and scientific concepts, A

- section also includes the ‘Calcoonz’ pro-

gramme, a DoE initiative to tell stories in
cartoon format.

The drawback is that the games, ex-
cept for Caltoonz, are in English, a lan-
guage the children don’t understand. “I
don't know what it says but I know which
button to press for music,” Kailash says.

This, officials say, will not hinder the
scheme. “The fact that the child comes to

inside schools here.” Education Secretary
Reena Ray says, “This is a pilot project,
we may add more kiosks if it works out.”

The kiosks are set up after aware-
ness has been generated about them in
the area, The facilitator at the kiosk is a
local trained to operate and maintain
the kiosk. “People send their children,
particularly girls, to the kiosk easily if
they know the person present there,”
Suhotra Banerjee, Hiwel relationship
manager, says.
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